JURISDICTION: Nova Scotia

1.
Communication of Ministerial Principles
Public post-secondary institutions in the jurisdiction are aware of the Ministerial Statement on Credit Transfer.  

2.
Adoption of Ministerial Principles
The Ministerial Statement on Credit Transfer has been reviewed and Nova Scotia is in support of the adoption of the principles.

3.
Three-Year Framework for Action
All Nova Scotian universities and the Nova Scotia Community College continue to increase the number of institutions recognized (both college and university) and number of credit equivalencies recognized and accepted. Some institutions have, and others are moving towards, an 
on-line equivalency list for prospective students to review. Others are developing articulation agreements with colleges with the intention to promote the credits offered for graduates of the respective diploma programs within such institutions. The Nova Scotia Community College continues to follow the Guide to Block Transfer Agreements prepared by the Atlantic Provinces Community College Consortium. 
In June 2009, Atlantic Canadian Community colleges and universities signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). This MOU will allow students to have a more seamless educational experience and improve completion times by encouraging transfer agreements between and among public universities and community colleges in Atlantic Canada. The MOU is endorsed by the Association of Atlantic Universities (AAU) and the Atlantic Provinces Community College Consortium (APCCC) and their member institutions. The MOU recognizes that member institutions are responsible for overall evaluation and programming and will make these decisions based upon their institutional standards. The MOU further recognizes that academic integrity is paramount for all institutions and must be protected and preserved. Both the AAU and the APCCC recognize the participation of Atlantic ministers of education and training in the establishment of the MOU. This support further solidifies the strong working relationship between universities and colleges with the four provincial governments. The province supports any actions to increase credit transfer arrangements/agreements between the university and the community college systems and among institutions in this province and in other jurisdictions.

4.
Priority Action Areas
The New Brunswick-Nova Scotia Partnership Agreement on Regulation and the Economy (PARE) signed by the Premiers of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia in February 2009 recognizes the complete transferability of community college and university credits as an initiative to promote among the two provinces. This agreement may expand to include partnerships with Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland & Labrador. Credit transfer arrangements and articulated programs are expanding within the system and among the Maritime/Atlantic region.  Opportunities for further initiatives are ongoing.

In the Policy Options to Consider Section of the Report on the University System in Nova Scotia released in September, 2010 it was cited that shared course access provides added value to students while offering the potential for increased specialization and decreased redundancy among institutions. While this occurs to a degree in Nova Scotia, greater cooperation could benefit the students if it were to yield a more seamless process in terms of credit transfer. Issues such as: recognition of prior learning, credit transfer, foreign credentials, and other innovations to enhance system integration and expand participation in higher education will be part of discussions between the universities and the Province during 2011.
5. 
Working Group
Nova Scotia supports the continuation of the CMEC Working Group on Credit Transfer
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